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Students Take Action Against Sweatshops
Students from {insert name of uni / college} have been making their voices heard in a
demonstration today. Their message? Exploitation of workers in sweatshop factories making
sportswear and merchandise are exploited are unacceptable.
Campaigners gathered at {insert name of venue} to {insert description of stunt}. The activity is part
of the Playfair 2012 campaign which is calling on the Olympic movement and the sportswear
industry to respect the rights of workers producing sportswear and merchandise around the world.
This event adds to the thousands of students and trade unionists around the UK who have already
taken action to stand in solidarity with factory workers' worldwide in the run up to the Olympics.
Sportswear and merchandise is mainly produced in countries such as Indonesia, China and
Cambodia where wages across the board keep workers in poverty, union rights are denied and
workers have no choice but to toil 12-14 hour days. Reform is vital for these workers for whom this
trade is a lifeline, yet also a mill stone.
{insert name} from {insert name of uni / group} said: {suggested quote} ‘The people who make our
clothes and goods matter. We want our university to respect workers' rights when they buy goods.
There’s no excuse. We're standing in solidarity with exploited workers' around the world today.’
Anna McMullen, project coordinator for Playfair 2012 Campaign said: ‘“If hypocrisy and exploitation
were a sport, this industry would win a medal. Garment and merchandise workers' rights are being
abused in the name of large profits. We can and must work together for fairness for the workers
who make the clothing and branded goods we buy.”
People are encouraged to get involved in the Playfair campaign today by visiting
www.playfair2012.org
ENDS
Notes to Editors
- Playfair 2012 is a broad based coalition of unions and campaign groups, coordinated by the
Trades Union Congress and Labour Behind the Label. The movement is calling on the organisers
of the London Games, the sportswear industry, and universities to ensure that the rights of workers
making sportswear and Olympic-branded goods are respected and in line with standards
enshrined in the Core International Labour Organisation Conventions and the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
- More details of the Playfair 2012 campaign, events across the UK and the latest news can be
found at www.playfair2012.org.uk ; on twitter #playfair2012; on facebook.com/playfair2012
- Hi Res pictures are available on request from {insert contact details person with pictures}

